
 

EXAMPLE TEMPLATE: Long term planning – example under 8 year olds 

 

HALF TERM Key Learning Objectives/intentions Possible activities 
Autumn 1  Become familiar with staff, routines, 

safety rules of a forest school 

 Explore a natural environment with 
senses 

 Begin to work effectively as part of group 
 

At school site: Exploring kit bag, practice getting 
dressed, collecting objects, simple crafts, 
exploratory objects, temporary shelters, games, 
songs & stories & games 

Autumn 2 
 

 Begin to be familiar with new 
environment via exploration 

 Begin to be familiar with appropriate 
behaviour around a fire 

 Make choices with growing independence 

Exploring site, collecting objects, dragging rolling 
logs, using ropes, elder necklaces, charcoal 
drawing, fire making and cooking, mud faces, blob 
people 

Spring 1 
 

 Increase range of tools 

 Initiate and pursue own interest 

 Develop gross and fine motor skills 

Revise safety routines, tool use (potato peelers, 
secateurs, loppers), cooking, knots, cutting and 
preparation for toasting sticks etc 

Spring 2 
 

 Increase range of tools 

 As above 

Revise safety routines, continue teaching skills 
(knife and saw), cooking, weaving, whittling & 
games, wild foods 

Summer 1 
 

 Solve problems 

 Share and communicate ideas 

 Celebrate personal & group achievements 

Consolidation of skills and understanding, 
continue teaching skills where necessary. 
Introduce problems. 

 


